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SN: Can you introduce yourself?

Y: Hi. I’m Yasmin Mustapha Kamil, an ordinary girl from Bandar Baru 
Bangi. For the past couple of years, I’ve been working on an optical 
based sensor for dengue in the Faculty of Engineering at Universiti 
Putra Malaysia. The project was supervised by Associate Professor 
Muhammad Hafiz Abu Bakar. Alhamdulillah, I managed to cover the 
fundamental concepts of the work which earned me a doctorate 
degree in Biomedical Engineering just in November. I would consider 
the laboratory as my second home. Sometimes you would find me at 
a badminton court or the basketball court to de-stress myself; or at 
home playing piano.

I like cats. If I have the time to write a book, I’m sure that the first 
book authored by me would be about my cats. Food is a necessity, 
and thank God is also among the things I appreciate most in life. My 
favourites are simply anything spicy. What I do not like would be bad 
smells as I have a sensitive nose.

SN: Why did you join 3MT? What are the motivations behind your 
participation?

Y: The person who introduced me to the 3MT competition during 
the faculty stage was my co-supervisor, Professor Mohd Adzir Mahdi. 
He was the one who urged me to join the competition and thought 
that it would be a great addition to my experience. Another reason 
that made me want to participate was to get some practice on my 
presentation skills before my viva. To be honest, moments before 
presenting in front of a crowd are among the moments I dread the 
most. The anticipation makes a second feel like a year, and I guess the 
only way to shake that off is with practice. 

SN: What are the difficulties you faced in the whole 3MT process? And 
how did you overcome the difficulties?

Y: For one thing, squeezing your 4 years’ worth of research in 3 
minutes was not easy. But I’m grateful to have great teachers around 
me who guided me on what and what not to include. For example, my 
supervisors were awesome at advising me what to put for my 1 slide 
presentation. It was Dr. Muhammad Hafiz’s idea to make it look a bit 
comical, so that the audience can easily digest what it was about. Prof. 
Adzir on the other hand gave a few ideas on how to start the speech 
by giving me links to past winners’ presentations. But ultimately, I 
guess what’s important is to tailor your speech in a way that when 
the audience leave the hall later that day after hearing your speech 

(and others), they can still remember what yours was all about, such 
as the motivation behind your work and what you’re aiming to do. 
Thanks Datin Dr Mardziah helped me with the content of my speech, 
on what to include, and how to convey them in a way that is easy on 
the audience.

Apart from that, for a soft-spoken girl like me, I also had difficulties 
in projecting my voice. But again, coaches which UPM provided for 
me (Datin Dr. Mardziah, Prof. Noraini, Dr. Norita, and the past winner, 
Mr. Ashwin Charles) were superb! They really helped me improve my 
writing and delivery skills. 

SN: What have you learnt from the Asia Pacific 3MT in Brisbane?

Y: The audience during the competition in Brisbane were very 
supportive. I remember coming out of the hall during the semi-finals, 
and I had local students from UQ coming up to me and telling me 
how they loved my speech and my work. Some even took down my 
contact to know more about my research and shared opinions on how 
I can improve. I would like to think that this culture is good to practice 
in the academia field, so that researchers are motivated to continue 
their work. 

Also, the keynote speech from Springer Nature was very informative. 
The speaker gave tips on how to draft your article for publication. 
One tip which I liked was to make sure that the language you use is 
easy to understand. Most of us were brought up with the notion that 
scientific writing has to have a certain degree of ‘seriousness’ in order 
to achieve the gold standard of a proper scientific writing. However, 
sometimes, this serious tone doesn’t come across as easily as how 
we would like it to, which makes the whole article not only tough to 
understand but difficult to read to the end. Instead, our writing should 
be easy on the readers. Sentences should be straight to the point and 
the flow of the writing needs to be seamless. 

SN: What advices you will give to the next 3MT participants from UPM? 

Y: Be genuine. Your character plays a huge role as well. By being 
yourself, your speech will sound more natural and convincing. 
Another tip is to not be intimidated by the complexity of your 
project’s principle and exclude it out from your speech. Instead, try to 
find a way to explain this point using an analogy. Its really important 
to include this part in your work, because people would want to know. 
And if you can explain it in a way where the audience can picture what 
you’re saying in their minds, the trophy is definitely yours to take.

Springer Nature: SN       Yasmin: Y
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On 27th September, Brisbane, Australia, Yasmin Mustapha Kamil, a PhD student from UPM, represented Malaysia 
and participated in Asia Pacific Three Minutes Thesis Competition (3MT). She beat 60 candidates from other 
countries of the region and won the Winner and People’s Choice of the competition. This issue of the newsletter 
gives you chance to understand Yasmin.

*Springer Nature is the key sponsor of Asia Pacific 3MT and Malaysia 3MT

UPM Won Asia Pacific 3MT Competition

PSASLib-Link vol 1 (2) UPM candidate won Asia Pacific 3MT in Brisbane



Read@Uni is a reading campaign initiative for all Malaysian universities 
by the Ministry of Education to increase reading percentage amongst 
university graduates by the year 2020 beginning 1st October 2018. 

Read@Uni with the tagline "With Knowledge We Lead" and 
#Malaysiareads have the objectives among others to cultivate 
the reading habits and to increase dissemination of information 
and share knowledge among university students. The Ministry of 
Education Malaysia has laid a target for Malaysia to be a reading 
country by the year 2030. 

Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM) is supportive of this Read@Uni  
reading campaign initiative and the effort of the Malaysian Ministry 
of Education, especially the Higher Education Department in 
targeting Malaysia to be a reading country by 2030. Perpustakaan 
Sultan Abdul Samad (PSAS) is taking this opportunity to make the 
Read @ Uni Reading Campaign program as a platform in driving the 
reading culture and habit in UPM in line with the role of the library as 
the custodian of knowledge. 

One of the Read@Uni reading campaign initiatives is the Reading 
Campaign poster contest that is open to all students of the public 
and private universities. A total of 420 entries were received by the 
competition secretariat at the Universiti Teknologi Mara  (UiTM) and  
among which 104 entries were from UPM. 

The launching of the Read@Uni Higher Education Institution was held on November 29th, 2018 (Thursday) at 2.00 pm at 
the Dewan Agung Tuanku Canselor, Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM), Shah Alam. The ceremony was officiated by Yang 
Berhormat Dr. Maszlee bin Malik, Minister of Education, Malaysia. Twenty seven (27) from PSAS attended the ceremony.  

In UPM, the Read@Uni Reading Campaign Program is planned to be launched next year, 2019. Many activities are being 
planned by the Read@Uni Reading Campaign Committee in UPM which will involve both students and staff to be part 
of the Read@Uni  initiatives.

READING CAMPAIGN READ@UNI
By Salmah Abdullah 
Head
Research and Information Services Division
Perpustakaan Sultan Abdul Samad, UPM

Launching 

Ceremony at 

DATC, UiTM 

Shah Alam 

Reading Campaign poster advertisement 

Reading Campaign READ@UNI PSASLib-Link vol 1 (2)
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PSAS staff 
attended the 
launching  
ceremony of 
the Read@Uni

The UPM posters poster contested 
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What kind of help can you get from the liaison librarians? PSASLib-Link vol 1 (2)
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GREEN ENVIRONMENTAL INITIATIVE DURING THE 
INFORMATION LITERACY PROGRAMME: LIBRARY 

INTRODUCTION SESSION (PLM: SPP) SESSION 2018/2019
By Salmah Abdullah 
Head
Research and Information Services Division
Perpustakaan Sultan Abdul Samad, UPM

The Information Literacy Program (PLM) is a user education programme by the Perpustakaan Sultan Abdul Samad 
(PSAS) to guide Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM) community in using the library information resources, collections, 
services and its facilities.

PLM: SPP is conducted at the beginning of the first semester of each new undergraduate student intake. This two 
(2) week session was conducted at PSAS and all its branch libraries. There are two (2) types of classes namely the 
Library Catalogue Class (WebOPAC) and the Library Introduction Class. In the Library Catalogue Class, students 
are taught on how to search for the library materials using the Library's Computerization System, WebOPAC. 
Meanwhile, in the Library Introduction Session, students are being introduced to the library services, facilities and 
rules. This year the programme started on the 24th of September until the 10th of October 2018. A total of 71 SPP 
classes and 75 WebOPAC classes were conducted with total number of 1840 students attended. 

For the 2018/2019 session, PSAS minimized the use of printed materials in line with UPM green campus initiative. 
Students are needed to register online using the computer at the counter provided outside the Malawati Room, 
Electronic Reference Room, Auditorium Room and Termasa Room. However, for the second intake students, they 
will still need to register using the printed attendance list because their information does not exist in the system. 
Both the  WebOPAC and library guide are no longer in printed format for circulation but they are uploaded into 
the PSAS website where students can access from anywhere and at any time when needed. Students attended 
the class will have to fill up in the class assessment form which is made online using the computer provided or 
using their own mobile applications. The students also answered the post test survey online. Only students with 
difficulties attaining/accessing the online forms are allowed to answer the post test survey using the printed form. 
The use of the online form to register and for the post test survey help the library to cut costs. It also support UPM 
in meeting the requirements of the Environmental Management System (EMS) (ISO 14001).

New students 

for PLM online 

registration

In-room learning atmosphere for PLM: SPP 

Students filling up the  Class 
Effectiveness Assessment and 
Post Test Form 

Green Environmental Initiative During the Information Literacy Programme: Library PSASLib-Link vol 1 (2)
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INFORMATION LITERACY PROGRAMME: LIBRARY 
INTRODUCTION SESSION (PLM: SPP) SESSION  

2018/2019 QUIZ
By Aznizultina Md Nazar
Senior Librarian 
Research and Information Services Division
Perpustakaan Sultan Abdul Samad, UPM

"PLM: SPP & PLM Exhibition" and  
the "Quiz box"  provided for the quiz participation

Winners of the PLM Quiz: SPP receiving their prizes

Each year the Library will hold an exhibition on the library services, facilities and related guides in conjunction 
with the Information Literacy Program: Library Introduction Session (PLM:SPP). Beginning this year, 
Perpustakaan Sultan Abdul Samad organized a quiz in relation with the exhibition held to encourage more 
students to visit the exhibition and gain knowledge from the information exhibited. The quiz was conducted 
from September until 20th October 2018. Participants who answered correctly will have the opportunity to 
win the prizes offered. Six participants were chosen as the winners, they are Nurul Aqilah Pohan bt Tarmizi 
Pohan (GS53089), Haliza bt Mohamed Tahir (197109), Liew Hui Leng (197011), Jenny Tan Tong Xin (199342), 
Marjelia Nikoh (199354) and Humairah bt Mohd Rodzi (197142). The prizes were presented to the winners 
during the opening ceremony of the Library For You Program on the 8th of November 2018 at the Faculty of 
Computer Science and Information. 
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UPM Student Loan Eligibility / Period
Post-graduate Students (Masters / PhD) 20 copies / 30 days
Distance Learning (Post-graduate Students) 15 copies / 30 days
Clinical Medical Student (Bachelor / Doctor) 10 copies / 30 days
Degree Students (Bachelor / Executive) 10 copies / 14 days
Diploma Students / Foundation Program 6 copies / 14 days
Distance Learning (Degree Students) 4 copies / 21 days
Non-Degree Students (including attachment 
graduate students from abroad) 4 copies / 14 days

Special Course (Short Term Course) 2 copies / 14 days

UPM Staff Loan Eligibility / Period
Management and Professional 30 copies / 60 days
Lecturer 30 copies / 60 days
Contract Lecturer / Tutor / Fellow Researcher / 
Visiting Professor (with Authorized letter) 15 copies / 30 days

Part-time Lecturer, Contract Officer, Attachment 
Officer, Research Assistant 4 copies / 14 days

Associate Member : Associate Instructor, 
Department Advisor, Council Member 15 copies / 30 days

Support Staff 4 copies / 14 days

External Member Loan Eligibility (General Collection only)
Corporate / Private Institution 3 names 

2 copies /name / 14 days
Government Institution 3 names 

2 copies /name / 14 days
Government staff 2 copies / 14 days
Alumni 2 copies / 14 days
Public Universities 2 copies / 14 days
Private Organization Officer 2 copies / 14 days
Private Universities 2 copies / 14 days
Family Members of UPM staff 2 copies / 14 days
UPM Pensioners 2 copies / 14 days

Borrowing materials from the library
Who can borrow materials from the library? 
• All UPM students staff and registered members. 
• Individuals who are not UPM students or staff can apply to be the library 

members to entitle for the service.

How long can you borrow items for the General Collection? 

What materials can be borrow? 
• Books from the General Collections.

Borrowing materials from the library PSASLib-Link vol 1 (2)
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How to order a book or journal article 
that the library does not have?

Are you looking for a book or journal article that we don’t have? We 
can order them for you through Document Delivery Service. 

What is Document Delivery Service?  
The Document Delivery Service enables UPM students, faculty members, and staff to borrow 
materials not available at UPM libraries from other collaborating  libraries, both local and abroad. 
Requests are restricted to materials required for study, teaching, or research purposes only. All 
requests must comply with the Copyright Law.

How to Request for the service? 
Make sure you’re connected to the UPM Library EzProxy. This will allow you to access Document 
Delivery Service Form from anywhere. If you have any problems or enquiries, you can call us +603-
89468629 or email pap@upm.edu.my / mf_jefri@upm.edu.my.

PSASLib-Link vol 1 (2) How to order a book or journal article that the library does not have?
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Data sharing from UPM Data Bank 

Household Income Survey: 
• Year 2007, 2009, 2012, 2014 
• 30% of the number of households with 22 variables 

Household Expenditure Survey: 
• Year 1998-1999, 2004/2005, 2009, 2014 
• 30% of the number of households with the number of variables according to the survey 

Labour Force Survey: 
• Year 1982, 1985, 1988, 1997, 2000, 2003, 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015 
• 30% of the total record of household members who are of working age 15 to 64 years 

Population and Housing Census: 
• Year 1980, 1991, 2000, 2010
• 2% of the total Malaysian population data 

Yearly Manufacture: 
• Year 2003, 2006, 2009, 2012 
• Using Malaysia Standard Industrial Classification (MSIC) 
• 30% of the number of individual organizations without weights 

UPM Data Bank was established as a result of a memorandum of 
understanding between the Department of Statistics Malaysia 
(DOSM) and Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM). UPM has delegated the 
responsibility of managing the micro data services to the Library. 
Data supplied by DOSM include;

Department of Statistics Malaysia 
(DOSM) activities/events @PSAS

Statistics Talk Program 2018

In September 2018, the Library jointly organized 
a Statistics Talk Program with the Department of 
Statistics Malaysia (DOSM). Participation to this 
program is free and open to all members of UPM 
which include lecturers, researchers and students.
 

Topic :  Consumer Price Index of Malaysia
Date: 13th  September 2018 
Venue: Bilik Termasa, PSAS

Data sharing from UPM data bank PSASLib-Link vol 1 (2)
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Learn Different Languages: Book
(Source: https://www.indifferentlanguages.com/words/book) 

PSASLib-Link vol 1 (2) Learn different languages: book 
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Nature, No. 1 weekly international science journal
First published in 1869, Nature is the leading weekly interdisciplinary science journal 
containing some of the most important and influential papers across all areas of science 
and technology on the basis of its originality, importance, timeliness and surprising 
conclusions. The quality and prestige associated with Nature is unsurpassed: it’s our 
commitment to publishing ground-breaking research whilst maintaining a rigorous 
editorial process that has resulted in Nature being the most highly-cited multidisciplinary 
journal. Since launching in 1869, Nature continues to inspire and inform researchers, 
clinicians, academics and industry experts worldwide.

UPM now has access to this high impact journal and this is essential for your research 
and study. 

Don’t miss out any volume! 
Go to https://www.nature.com/ and find out more

Nature highlights

Nature highlights PSASLib-Link vol 1 (2)
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PSAS Collection highlights 2018

Security opportunities in nano 
devices and emerging technologies 
Author: Edited and contributed by Mark 
Tehranipoor, Domenic  Forte, Garrett S. Rose, 
Swarup Bhunia.

Publisher: Boca Raton : Taylor & Francis, 2018

Availability: PSAS (Main Library) 

Call number: TK7875 S446 

Essential oils and nanotechnology 
for treatment of microbial diseases
Author: Rai, Mahendra [editor.] | Zacchino, 
Susana [editor.] | Derita, Marcos G

[editor.]

Publisher: Boca Raton : CRC Press, Taylor & 
Francis Group, [2018]

Availability: PSAS (Main Library) 

Call number: RC112 E78 

Secure ICT service provisioning for 
cloud, mobile and beyond : ESARIS:
the answer to the demands of 
industrialized it production 
balancing between buyers and 
providers
Author: Eberhard Von Faber, Wolfgang 
Behnsen

Publisher: Germany : Springer Fachmedien 
Wiesbaden Gmbh, 2017

Availability: PSAS (Main Library) 

Call number: TK5105.59 F115 2017 

Requirements engineering for 
software and systems
Author: Laplante, Phillip A

Publisher: Boca Raton : CRC Press Taylor & Francis 
Group, 2018

Availability: PSAS (Main Library) 

Call number: QA76.758 L314 2018 

Digital HR : critical management 
approach to the digitilization of
organizations 
Author: Manuti, Amelia. Contributor(s): De Palma, 
Pasquale Davide.

Publisher: Cham : Springer International 
Publishing : Imprint: Palgrave Macmillan, 2018

Availability: PSAS (Main Library) 

Call number: HF5549 M294 

Performance evaluation for network 
services, systems and protocols
Author: Stenio Fernandes

Publisher: New York, NY : Springer , 2017

Availability: PSAS (Main Library) 

Call number: TK5105.5 F363

Resource allocation and performance 
optimization in communication
networks and the internet
Author: Liansheng, Tan

Publisher: Boca Raton, FL : CRC Press, 2018

Availability: PSAS (Main Library) 

Call number: TK5105.5 L693 

Cultural distance in international 
ventures: exploring perceptions of
European and Chinese managers 
Author: Vaccarini, Katiuscia | Spigarelli, Francesca | 
Tavoletti, Ernesto | Lauemann, Christoph

Publisher: Cham : Springer InternaFonal 
Publishing : Imprint: Palgrave Macmillan, 2018

Availability: PSAS (Main Library) 

Call number: HD62.4 V114 

A guide to bioethics
Author: Kornyo, Emmanuel

Publisher: Boca Raton : CRC Press/Taylor & 
Francis, 2018

Availability: PSAS (Main Library) 

Call number: QH332 K84 

Software engineering with UML
Author: Unhelkar, Bhuvan

Publisher: Boca Raton : Taylor & Francis, CRC 
Press, 2018

Availability: PSAS (Main Library) 

Call number: QA76.758 U57 

The global supply chain : how 
technology and circular thinking
transform our future 
Author: Wolfgang Lehmacher, English translation 
by Ann-ChrisFn Wimber.

Publisher: Cham, Switzerland : Springer Nature, 
[2017]

Availability: PSAS (Main Library) 

Call number: HD38.5 L5233 

Food technology : applied research 
and production techniques 
Author: Meghwal, Murlidhar [editor.] | Goyal, 
Megh Raj [editor.] | Kaneria, Mital J [editor.].

Publisher: Oakville, ON ; Waretown, NJ : Apple 
Academic Press , 2018

Availability: PSAS (Main Library) 

Call number: TP248.65 F66F686 

PSASLib-Link vol 1 (2) PSAS collection highlights 
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Brands under Springer Nature

Something you may not know…

Disclaimer

Free Journal Authentication Service
Free Journal Authentication Service help UPM’s students and 
staff in selecting appropriate academic journals. The librarians 
will help to confirm whether the journals are indexed in 
Scopus database or Incites Journal Citation Reports (JCR). The 
authentication is important to ensure that students and staff 
of UPM choose and use resources from high-impact journals in 
publishing their academic articles. 

Chat with a reference librarian
Enjoy chatting (Facebook Messenger) with your reference 
librarian from the comfort of your own home or you can also 
email, call and speak to the reference librarian in person, if you 
wish. They will be happy to answer any questions.

Meet your liaison librarian
Would you like to meet your liaison librarian to guide you 
with your research projects? Just contact your liaison librarian 
to arrange for an appointment. Their  emails and contact 
informations are available at the library website. 

eBooks available for you
The Library offers an unlimited access to multiple databases of 
eBooks that you can use or read. You can access this eBooks by 
login via EzProxy at the main menu on the Library website and 
choose ‘E-Books’ under ‘Categories’.

The Newsletter contains information about library and librarian services, research and researchers and its growth. No responsibility 
or liability is assumed by PSASLib-Link for any injury or damage to persons or property as consequence of the reading, use or 
interpretation of its published content. Every efforts is made to ensure accuracy and useful for the readers. Information provided in 
this newsletter is for general guidance and information only. It is the views and opinion of authors and representatives.
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