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What’s with the predatory journal?
Even though the percentage is small, the effect is nevertheless significant to academia. Either the authors wrongly submitted 
the articles to the predatory journals and were caught in the fraudulent act, or they were intentionally published, we wouldn't 
know unless thorough research in our context is done to analyze 
the issue.
The findings were reported by Machacek and Srholec and 
published in Scientometrics, entitled "Predatory publishing in 
Scopus: Evidence on Cross-Country Differences." However, the 
article, published on 7th February 2021, was later retracted on 
6th September 2021 for some issues raised by the Editor-in-Chief.
Nevertheless, we cannot deny that some of our Malaysian 
researchers have published their works in predatory journals. 
Nature Paper's article "Predatory Journals: No Definition, No 
Defense," defines these journals and publishers as "the entities 
that prioritize self-interest at the expense of scholarship and are 
characterized by false or misleading information, deviation from 
best editorial and publication practices, a lack of transparency, 
and/or the use of aggressive and indiscriminate solicitation 
practices."
According to predatoryjournals.com “the journals were published 
without meeting the peer review requirements, and they collect 
huge publication fees. In addition to that, some journals have 
been fraudulently rebranded and constitute as their own by 
a predatory journal or publisher. predatoryjournals.com has 
provided lists of these hijacked journals.”

How to identify them?
Predatory journals provide false or misleading information on 
their organization. The editorial board consists of people who 
do not have valid credentials. Even worst, the individuals listed 
as their editorial board members or peer review panels have no 
idea that their names have been misused. The publishers cut and 
paste the academician academic profiles, thus claiming they are 
a team. Their website contents and design are mimicked to make 
their website look presentable and professional.
If we look at their office address, it states that they are in a 
particular country, but the contact details are in another.
In addition to that, predatory journals do not follow established academic standards for publishing. Their Journal Impact Factor 
or other citation metrics are misleading or refutable. They are not being transparent on the peer review process and do not 
provide editing services. Furthermore, the article selection is not stringent. Low-quality articles unrelated to the journal's scope 
are also accepted.
Usually, publishing a volume of journal articles will take roughly six months to a year. The process of selecting articles, peer 
review, and editing already take time. Before being published online or printed, the journal must go through the prepress 
process of layouts, designs, and proofreading. However, the predatory journals often provide a quick turnaround within a 
month. 
Other than that, predatory publishers also compel researchers to commit their article's copyright at the time of submission so 
that they cannot publish elsewhere.
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How do they fish for articles?
They send soliciting emails, phishing in style with grammatical errors. It is the same modus operandi to get scholars to be 
on their editorial board. Once they are in, they will never leave. Scam emails are easy to identify and block.
But some are very professional, and their offers are enticingly legit. As a result, many researchers are lured into the deep 
honeyed trap without even suspecting it.

How to avoid being devoured by the predator?
It is a rule of thumb to check the publisher's website meticulously, page by page, especially their editorial board members 
and peer review panel. It does not hurt if we contact one of the members for due diligence. Go through the peer review 
process and publication timelines. Are the publication fees clearly stated? Read their past issues to sift for quality. In 
addition, verify whether the journal is a member of reputable organizations such as the DOAJ, COPE, OASPA, or STM.
The fastest method to cross-check the journal's legitimacy is to run through Beall's List of Predatory Publishers and Predatory 
Journals, "Predatory Reports" by Cabell's International, Scopus Discontinued List of Journals, WoS/JCR Suppression List of 
Journals, and Predatoryjournals.com.

Why you should avoid submitting to predatory journals?
Many were unsuspecting since the predatory journal used identical names to credible and reputable journals. Some of 
our young researchers are not aware of predatory journals' existence. They are still naive about the quality and nature of 
those journals.  There are instances where others submitted the articles without permission. And not surprisingly, some are 
deliberate, although their part is small.
Unfortunately, some acts are deliberately done for the sake of quantity to meet their Key Performance Indexes/Indicator 
(KPI). In addition, predatory journals do not vet the published articles, thus allowing some researchers to publish anything 
that fancies them.
Journal articles on health issues and medical pose a grave danger to the public seeking a second opinion. Other 
consequences include the risk of losing one's academic reputation. An appointment or conferment to the researchers 
could be withdrawn once the researchers mislead the criteria for such engagement. They are also being held responsible 
for indulging in unethical publishing and wasting APCs (Article Processing Charge). Furthermore, predatory publications 
have scientific ramifications by tampering with and reducing evidence, diminishing the scientific integrity and credibility 
at the expense of research fundings.
The nonexistence of effective and practical policy to curb publication in predatory journals is also a contributing factor. On 
top of that, researchers themselves should value their works and avoid being victimized academically. The classic law of 
demand and supply says that there is no supply when there is no demand. Thus, researchers must stop contributing, citing, 
becoming their reviewer, or playing any part in their editorial board to stop them.
The legit publishers and journal authors should also utilize the copyright law to protect their articles from being published 
elsewhere without permission. If any of the researchers stumbled upon any suspecting publishers, they should contact 
the independent group Stop Predatory Journals. They are actively updating the list of predatory journals to safeguard any 
researcher worldwide from falling victim. We should practice #kitajagakita in the academic world too. 
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